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SUMMARY OF BILL:     Eliminates all de novo appeals to circuit court
from matters in juvenile court. These matters would be appealed to the Court
of Appeals or to the Court of Criminal Appeals. Currently, appeals in
delinquency, unruly, and dependent and neglect cases are appealed de novo to
circuit court.

ESTIMATED FISCAL IMPACT:

Increase State Revenues – Not Significant
Decrease Local Govt. Revenues – Not Significant

Other Fiscal Impact - Appeals from juvenile courts going directly
to the Court of Appeals or to the Court of Criminal Appeals will
require a shift in state government resources by requiring the
Office of the Attorney General to handle the appeals rather than
the attorneys of the Department of Children's Services. In
addition, the shift of caseload from the circuit courts to the
Court of Appeals and Court of Criminal Appeals will result in a
shift in resources within the state court system.  There were 157
de novo appeals from juvenile courts to circuit courts in 2003.

Estimate assumes a decrease in local government revenues and an
increase in state revenues from fees and taxes from appeals filed
directly to the Court of Appeals or to the Court of Criminal Appeals
rather than circuit courts.
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